FREEDOM'S BATTLE

up any doubts which might still have existed as to the consistency
of our statements. In April 1938 the Italian troops arrived before
Tortosa. In Rome there was unbounded enthusiasm when their
soldiers advanced along the coast of the Latin sea. The Italian
press published the number of Italian combatants who had taken
part in an action whose historic significance gave rise to great
hopes for the future. "The number of Italian troops taking part
in the Battle of Tortosa," says the Stampa, "was 39,000; and all
of them fought magnificently." The participation of 39,000 men
in a single battle would certainly do honour to any invading army
in an enterprise which had been preceded by no declaration of
war, and which, as everyone knows, had no official objective
except that of helping to save Spain from complete domination
by Moscow.

Another detail which the London Committee might have taken
into account was the list of Italian casualties, whose regular
publication was tantamount to an official recognition of inter-
vention, although the full number of losses suffered by the Italian
Army were not given. The reason for this under-statement is
obvious. The Spanish adventure was by no means popular in
Italy, least of all, of course, among the workers. On various
occasions it had given rise to demonstrations in Milan, Turin and
other places, which, while not reaching the proportions of a
revolt, as some left-wing commentators have alleged, must have
served as a warning to Italian leaders to proceed with a certain
moderation in the publication of casualty lists. The tendency in
consequence was to reduce the official number of casualties by a
few thousand.

An official communiqu6 published in Rome at the end of
hostilities gave the number of killed and wounded as 7,000 and
10,000 respectively. The mere fact that the Italian divisions took
part in all important offensive and defensive operations would in
itself give sufficient cause for doubting these figures. General
Pariani, Italian Under-Secretary for War, took it upon himself,
however, to explain this discrepancy when in the Fascist Chamber
he confirmed the figure for the Army, but admitted that "there
was an equal number in the Fascist militia." This would give
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